
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ESBOCES 
In the News 

 

 
 

June 10, 2010  
to 

October 29, 2010 
 
 
 
 

Office of Communications 
201 Sunrise Highway  

Patchogue, New York 11772 
Phone:  631-687-3267 

Fax:  631-687-3247 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JUNE 

 
NEWS 



The Long Island Advance 
June 10, 2010 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Suffolk BOCES is proud to announce that Thomas Duffy a student in the South 
Country CSD, and Jelayr Miller and Nathanael Santillana students in the Bay Shore 
UFSD, captured First Place at the New York State SkillsUSA Competition in Chapter 
Display. These students are enrolled in Ms. Talia Cliffe’s Advertising Art & Design 
program at the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Brookhaven Technical Center in Bellport. 

Constructing E.A.R.L. was a collaborative endeavor at the technical center. His name is 
engraved on the front of his computer and it stands for Educational Arts Reinforcing 
Leadership. Students from the carpentry, electrical, advertising art & design, and 
photography programs worked together to bring E.A.R.L. the robot to life. Each spoke on 
E.A.R.L.’s cog represented what a student needs to be a champion at work, leadership, 
determination, teamwork, honor, and perseverance. 

 





Neighbor Newspapers 
June 23, 2010 
 

Excellence in Education 
 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES is proud to announce that District Superintendent Mr. Edward 
J. Zero, received the University Council for Educational Administration (UCEA) 
Excellence in Educational Leadership Award. The faculty and Dean of St. John’s 
University nominated Mr. Zero. He was recognized for his generous and professional 
contributions to the improvement and support of school administration preparation 
programs. Mr. Zero was honored to be the recipient of this prestigious award saying, 
“During my 37 year career in public education I have recognized the importance of 
effective leadership and the role it plays in the success of a student. And, as one 
looks towards the future, a future filled with many challenges as well as 
opportunities, never before has the role of leadership been more important.” 
 
Mr. Zero has been instrumental in advancing the creation of the Long Island 
Regional School Support Center (LIRSSC). With the support of St. John’s University, 
a comprehensive and cohesive, fully integrated technical assistance center was 
designed to identify and assist school districts and schools in need of improved 
student achievement. 
 
Ed also oversees, on behalf of the New York State Education Department, a regional 
collaborative initiative entitled the P-16 Partnership for High Quality Teachers. 
 

 
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION - Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board Member, Susan Lipman; Joanna 
Silva; ESBOCES District Superintendent Edward J. Zero; ESBOCES Director of Planning and 
Program Improvement, Dr. Candace White-Ciraco, and ESBOCES Program Administrator, Terri 
Brady-Mendez. 



 
Yankee Trader 
June 23, 2010 
 
 
 
ESBOCES Students Learn Trade and Receive Money 

 
ESBOCES students pose with car and SUN Auto Service Manager Mike Ritter, ESBOCES Work 
Experience Coordinator Rosaria Broesler and ESBOCES Auto Tech teacher Dom Savio 
 
 
Five Automotive Technology students from the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Edward 
J. Milliken Technical Center in Oakdale received money while learning a new 
trade.   They each received a $100 check from SUN Auto Dealer / Owner  Patrick 
Cassino to purchase automotive tools. SUN Auto is located in Bohemia.  Cassino 
worked with Rosaria Broesler, ESBOCES Work Experience Coordinator to have 
the student’s job shadow SUN’s master mechanics.  “These students are the 
future, the new generation of technicians,” Cassino said. 



Yankee Trader 
This Week 
June 23-26, 2010 
Patchogue Editions 
 
 
ESBOCES Host its First Expo 
 
The Eastern Suffolk BOCES 
Expo Event at the Edward J. 
Miliken Technical Center in 
Oakdale was inspiring to 
students.  Chase Reilly, a 
student in the Patchogue-
Medford UFSD in the Audio 
Production program said, “I 
thought the presentation by 
Pamela Bedford from the New 
York Department of Labor was 
very helpful.” Presenters 
ranged from industry and 
business professionals to 
education consultants.  This 
was ESBOCES’ first Expo and 
the agency plans to have 
another one. 
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July 1, 2010 
 
 
 
The Early Childhood Education Program 
at Eastern Suffolk BOCES is offering a preschool 
program on the Islip campus from 8-10 a.m.  
or 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Tuesdays through 
Thursdays, beginning in October. $175 per  
child, per year. Ages 3-5 years. Parents  
responsible for transportation.  Registration  
is limited. Call 244-5900, 244-5916 or stop by  
379 Locust Avenue in Oakdale for information. 



 
Newsday 
July 2, 2010 
 

'Career exploration' on Tuesday 

 
Photo credit: BOCES 

With prospects of getting a summer job kind of dicey this year, some area 
students are doing the next best thing – preparing for careers down the road. 

On Tuesday, about 290 students entering eighth, ninth or 10th grades in the fall 
are attending the first day of a seven-day career exploration camp to learn about 
jobs in areas such as automotive technology, culinary arts, working with small 
animals.  
 
The idea – to help young people who may not be college bound learn about 
training they can take in the last two years of high school, training that prepares 
them to start jobs right after graduation. Other career areas in which kids will get 
immersed in the coming days include: art and design, car customizing, carpentry 
(above left), cosmetology, electricity, woodworking. The camp is already fully 
booked.  

The students all live in school districts affiliated with Eastern Suffolk BOCES, 
which is hosting the camp.   



The Beacon Record 
July 8, 2010 
 

 

 



Neighbor Newspapers 
July 17, 2010 
 
 
Certificate of Recognition 

 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION – Pictured: Ms. Talia Cliffe, Ms. Lorraine Deller, ESBOCES 
Board Members William Hsiang, ESBOCES District Superintendent Edward J. Zero, and 
ESBOCES Board Member Anne Mackesey. 
 
 
 



The Long Island Advance 
July 22, 2010 
 
 
Career options for students  

 
 
The Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs of Eastern Suffolk BOCES 
offered summer Career Exploration “camps” at three campuses:   Oakdale, Bellport and 
Riverhead. The free, two-week program provided students with opportunities to learn 
more about a variety of career options available to them. 
 
Students learned what it takes to be successful in a career, including practical skills and 
workplace safety. They experienced hands-on introductions to specific career fields and 
discovered various types of career readiness programs available. 
 
Pictured is Patchogue-Medford student Brittany Shisler, an honors art student who 
plans to go into fashion design.  



Islip Bulletin 
July 29, 2010 
 
 
 

 
 
BOCES summer school fun 
BAYPORT — Keeping children busy during summer recess is only 
half of the goal of the Summer Enrichment Program offered by 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES. The other half is to keep them learning. 
Fifteen youngsters are registered in the candy making class for fifth- 
and sixth-graders with Teacher Lillian Behonick at Academy Street 
School in Bayport. She’s shown with (left to right) Gabriella Ranaudo, 
Laura Rigoroso and Madeline Silecchia. Utilizing science and math 
skills, the children were preparing fudge and making caramels. The 
youngsters said they were hoping there would be leftovers to take 
home to their parents. 
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ABLE newspaper 
August 2010 
 
Literacy Program Hosts Year-End Celebration 

 
The Eastern Suffolk BOCES Parent-Child Home Program recently hosted an end-of-
year celebration at the Knights of Columbus in Central Islip for young children and their 
families who participated in the literacy intervention program. 
 
Ms. Sarah Peck and Ms. Beatrice Gifford are ESBOCES Teacher Liaisons in the Central 
Islip UFSD and the Brentwood UFSD respectively. Ms. Peck said, “Trained Home 
Visitors from the ESBOCES Parent-Child Home Program visit families and bridge the 
achievement gap by working with low-income families building early literacy skills and 
language skills.” Home Visitors model reading and conversation activities by using 
educational books and toys. The Home Visitors help the parents to become their 
children’s first teachers and they help the children better prepare to succeed in school. 
Research has validated the success of this program and statistics indicate that families 
that participate in this home visiting program will have long-term success. Ms. Gifford 
said, “Over 30% of these children are more likely to graduate from high school if they are 
part of a home program than their non-program peers.” 
 
Dr. Craig Carr, Superintendent of Central Islip UFSD said, “It’s extremely important to 
catch children and parents at the early stage of parenting. It makes a difference in the 
family. Teaching parents to be a child’s first teacher will affect this generation and future 
generations to come.” 
 
Andre Eaton Long Island representative from the National Center Parent-Child Home 
Program makes it a point to attend the year-end celebrations. He said, “We are very 
thankful the families allow us to come into their homes. We prepare students to go to Pre 
– K and kindergarten. Our hope is that starting children to read early will better their 
future.” 





Yankee Trader 
August 4, 2010 
East Patchogue/Bellport Edition 
 
 
Boutique Proceeds Benefit Second 
Chance Wildlife Rescue ESBOCES 

 

 



This Week 
August 7, 2010 
 
 

 
 
Students Enlightened by Little Red Wagon Project 
 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES Brookhaven Learning Center special education class at 
Samoset Middle School in Lake Ronkonkoma, were the first class to participate in the 
Little Red Wagon Project.  Gathered at the Watch Hill ferry terminal in Patchogue, the 
students learned how Fire Island – which does not permit cars – is known for its little red 
wagons.  National Park service ranger Edwina Foster rolled a little red wagon and 
provided a show-and-tell of artifacts from the Great South Bay.  The students held a 
starfish, sand dollar, mussel, beach glass, and a horseshoe crab.  The trip 
complemented the marine life curriculum the students were studying. 
 
ESBOCES students enjoyed participating in the Little Red Wagon project. 
 



Yankee Trader 
August 11, 2010 
 

 
 

 





 
The Long Island Advance 
The Suffolk County News 
August 12, 2010 

 

 
 
Students win poster contest 

 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES announced that students Alexandrea S. from the Miller 
Place School District and Chris C. from the Bayport Blue-Point School District 
captured second and third place in the Department of Transportation Safety 
Poster Contest “Be Aware: Know the Danger Zone!” The students attend the 
special education Brookhaven Learning Center on the campus of Samoset 
Middle School in Lake Ronkonkoma. 
 
The danger zone on a bus refers to the areas extending 15 feet to the front, rear 
and sides of the bus, where children are in danger of being hit by passing 
vehicles or by their own bus. Each student received a Certificate of Appreciation 
presented by the New York Association for Pupil Transportation Suffolk County 
Chapter. 

 
Pictured (from left) are art teacher Danielle Miller, students Alexandrea S. and 
Chris C. and Assistant Principal Bobbi Kempf. 



The Suffolk County News 
The Long Island Advance 
August 12, 2010 
 
Summer enrichment classes 

 
Fifteen youngsters are registered in the Candy Making class for fifth and sixthgraders with  
Teacher Lillian Behonick (left) at Academy Street. She’s shown with (from left) Gabriella  
Ranaudo, Laura Rigoroso, and Madeline Silecchia. 
 
 
Keeping children busy during summer recess is only half of the goal of the Summer 
Enrichment Program offered by Eastern Suffolk BOCES. The other half is to keep them 
learning. Hands-on science and math classes designed to make children get excited 
about the world around them is found in Robotics, LegoLand, Candy Making, Rocketry, 
Math Games, Kite Building, and Weather Forecasting. Literacy, Readers’ Theater, Art 
Expression, and Recreational Games are also available during July and August. 
 
Newly added to the sites providing Summer Enrichment is the Academy Street 
Elementary School in the Bayport-Blue Point School District.   
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Yankee Trader 
September 2, 2010 
 
 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES, based 
in Patchogue, was awarded a 
four-year U.S. Department of 
Education Model Development 
and Dissemination Program grant 
for more than $1 million.  It will 
cover all the costs of upcoming 
program. 



 
The Suffolk County News 
September 9, 2010 
 
 
 
The Early Childhood Education Program 
at Eastern Suffolk BOCES is offering a 
preschool program on the Islip campus 
from 8-10 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., Tuesdays through Thursdays, 
beginning in October. $175 per child, per 
year. Ages 3-5 years. Parents responsible 
for transportation. Registration is limited.  
Call 244-5900, 244-5916 or stop by 379  
Locust Avenue in Oakdale for information.  



 
Newsday 
September 12, 2010 
 
 
Countywide BOCES gets $1M grant 
 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES has been awarded a four-year U.S. Department of 

Education Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination Program 

Grant entitled “Creative Classroom Collaboratives” (C3) for over $1.1 million, 

covering 100 percent of the program’s costs.  The purpose of this grant is to 

foster 21st century skills for teachers and students by encouraging creativity and 

collaboration utilizing the arts in all areas of teaching and learning.  ESBOCES 

will share the tools for teaching and learning throughout New York State and 

national education communities. 

 
 
 







The Long Island Advance 
September 16, 2010 

 
 
 

Future female aviators 
 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES will present its 
First Annual Females in Aviation Career 
Day at the Suffolk Aviation Academy, 
133 Dawn Drive, Shirley on Saturday, 
Oct. 2 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Future 
aviators from eighth to 10th grades 
are invited to attend this free event. Call 
to register at 399-0785. 









Neighbor Newspaper 
September 29, 2010 
South Suffolk Edition 
 
Day of Peace 
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Neighbor Newspapers 
October 13, 2010 
South Suffolk Edition 
 
 

Tech Summit 
 

Woodhull Elementary School teacher Gabrielle Donovan and Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES technology specialist Deborah Gerken have been 
selected to co-present at this year’s Long Island Technology Summit, 
to be held on October 27th.   The theme for this year’s event is 
Collaboration and Communication. 
 
Fire Island presenters will share best practices on an initiative locally 
known as the The Student Elder Project.  In a climate where students 
exit schools filled with all the educational resources to forge ahead, 
this project offers graduating seniors the opportunity to give back. 
Realizing the significance of documenting local history is an 
educational endeavor that holds real world value for every community 
at large. 
 
Each year, sixth-grade students at Woodhull School in Fire Island are 
paired with one senior member of the community to chronicle their life 
using video and iMovie technology. It is the district’s belief that 
communities are built upon the significance of many individual voices, 
and that technology now affords us an opportunity to preserve these 
stories for future generations to experience. 
 
Initially hosted by Nassau BOCES, this conference has grown to 
include both Western and Eastern Suffolk BOCES as well. This year, 
NYSCATE will join the group. This conference has fast become a 
premier event for Long Island educators. 

 
 
 



Newsday 
October 17 2010 
 
Aviation job day for girls 

 
Girl Scout Troop 1779 members, with leader Doreen Jackman, took part in the Women in Aviation  
Center Day at the ESBOCES Suffolk County Aviation Academy at Brookhaven Calabro Airport. 
 
For female students with career plans up in the air, Eastern Suffolk BOCES 
(ESBOCES) recently suggested they consider that very field: the air.  
 
ESBOCES held a first-ever Women in Aviation Career Day earlier this month in which a 
group of 50 girls in grades 8-10 learned more about the field in a series of tours, 
lectures and demonstrations.  The event was held in the Suffolk County Aviation 
Academy at Brookhaven Calabro Airport.   “We want to inform these young ladies that 
aviation is a viable career for them,” said Wendy Servedio, ESBOCES career and 
technical education administrative coordinator.  “It showed them that real live women 
are succeeding in this male-dominated industry.  It’s possible.” 
 
Career Day activities included a guided tour of the Mid Island Air Service flight school in 
Shirley and a tour of the academy by Denise Scher, an academy student and a senior 
at Shoreham-Wading River High School.  Girls also observed the preflight check of a 
one-seat plane and witnessed a helicopter landing by Heather Geer, a pilot with the 
Suffolk County Police Department’s Aviation Section. 
 
Speakers included Teresa Rizzuto, commissioner of Long Island MacArthur Airport, 
Brenda Robinette, a pilot with Southwest Airlines, and Gail Mancuso, owner of Mid 
Island Air.   “Aviation is a passion, “Robinette said to the students.  “Once it’s in your 
blood, you just can’t let go of it.”  Servedio said the academy currently has 113 students 
and offers training programs for aspiring pilots and aviation mechanics.  She said 
similar career days are being planned for female students later this school year in the 
construction and electrician fields, among others. 



Hometown Shopper 
October 20, 2010 
 

 
 

 



Neighbor Newspapers 
October 20, 2010 
South Suffolk Edition 
 
Females in Aviation 
 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES hosted its first Females in Aviation Career Day at the Suffolk 
Aviation Academy at the Brookhaven Calabro Airport. Students in grades 8 – 10 had the 
opportunity to talk to women who have excelled in a variety of aviation career positions.  
Several highly successful female speakers who traveled down different paths in the field 
of aviation, shared their enthusiasm and passion for their chosen career with the 
attendees. 
 
Teresa Rizzuto, commissioner of Islip MacArthur Airport said, “This is a dynamic field.  
It’s a male-dominated field so I had to prove that I was good. I had to work a little harder 
and because I did, opportunities started to come my way. I’m proof that working hard 
pays off. A career in aviation can be fun and exciting. Get ready for your future. Seek 
out mentors, look for internships, believe in yourself, work hard, and don’t ever let go of 
your dream.”    
 
Captain Brenda Robinette, Southwest Airlines said, “I wanted to fly since I was eight 
years old.  I remember watching the sunset from the sky and the whole experience 
touched me. Aviation is a passion. Once it’s in your blood you just can’t let go of it.”  
Aileen Capone, a 10th grade student from the Sayville UFSD, said, “I flew for the first 
time last year and it was awesome. I loved it. My dad saw the flyer for Females in 
Aviation and we decided to come as a family to see what it was all about.” 
 
After hearing the female presenters, visiting the ESBOCES hangar, watching Police 
Officer Geer fly in and land a helicopter, tour Mid-Island Air and airfield, Aileen said, 
“This was great! I made a definite decision. I want to enroll in the ESBOCES aviation 
program.” 
 

 
FEMALES IN AVIATION – Aileen Capone, 10th grade student from the Sayville UFSD, Korinna Harris, pilot and 
ESBOCES aviation graduate, with Ann and Chris Capone. 
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board and Administration 
 

President 
Pamela Betheil 

 

Vice President 
Lisa Israel 

 
Member and Clerk 

Fred Langstaff 
 

Members 
Walter Wm. Denzler, Jr. 
Stephen Dewey, Ph.D. 

Chris Garvey 
William Hsiang 
Susan Lipman 

Joseph LoSchiavo 

Anne Mackesey 
William K. Miller 

Jeffrey Smith 
Sandra Townsend 

Andrew T. Wittman, Jr. 
John Wyche

 
Chief Operating Officer 

Gary D. Bixhorn 
 

Deputy Superintendent 
Julie Davis Lutz, Ph.D. – Educational Services 

 
Associate Superintendent 

Barbara M. Salatto – Management Services 
 

Assistant Superintendent 
R. Terri McSweeney, Ed.D. – Human Resources 

 
Administrative Council 

Marilyn H. Adsitt – Education and Information Support Services 
Keith Anderson – Building Services 
Robert Becker – Special Education 

Andrea Grooms – Communications, Research and Recruitment 
Maureen Kaelin – Business Services 

Colleen Lipponer – Administrative Services 
Dean T. Lucera – Career, Technical and Adult Education 

Grant Nelsen – Technology Integration 
Jeanne K. Weber – Regional Information Center 

Candace White-Ciraco, Ed.D. – Planning and Program Improvement 
 
 

www.esboces.org 
 
 

 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of gender, race, 
color, religion or creed, age, national origin, marital status, disability, or any other classification protected by law.  For further information or concerns regarding this 
statement, please contact the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Department of Human Resources at (631) 687-3029 




